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From the Editors 
Sally Hemsworth and Nicki Stevens 

Many thanks for all the contributions for the May edition of Cowley Chronicle – it is 

surprising how they suddenly arrive just as we are thinking of putting the Chronicle to bed. 

There are lots of notices setting out the activities for Thy Kingdom Come – see details in the 

Chronicle and there will be notices in the churches and at St James Church Centre. 

Notices are up for some interesting days out – sign the lists and see Pat Chambers if you are 

interested. 

We look forward to receiving articles, recipes, cartoons and jokes for the next edition. 

Nicki and Sally 

(CC) - St James Church Centre - Beauchamp Lane   (J) - St James Church  - Beauchamp Lane 
(F) - St Francis Church - Hollow Way       (A.A.L.C) - Anglican Asian Living Church (J & CC) 

PARISH MISSION AND SOCIAL PLANNER 

MAY 
SAT 11th   10:00-12:00   CAW coffee 
morning   (F outside) 
  
SUN 12th – SAT 18th Christian Aid 
Week – stall    (TS) 
  
SUN 12th  8:45   Big Brekkie ( CC) 
  
SAT 18th  10:00-1:00  Plant sale (CC) 
  
SUN 19th  12:30  Sunday lunch 
(CC) 
  
TUES 28th  10:00-11:30   Messy 
Church  - Thy kingdom come (CC) 

JUNE 
SUN 2nd   4:00  Thy Kingdom Come  launch  (J) 
  
SAT 8th   10:00-3:00  Thy Kingdom Come prayer booth   (TS) 
  
SUN 9th 12:30  Sunday lunch (CC) 
  
SUN 16th  10:00  Confirmation service  (J)   bring & share lunch 
  
SAT 22nd  2:00-4:00  Beside the Seaside tea (F) 
  
SUN 23rd  2:00 Gemma’s ordination (St Andrew’s, Linton Road) 
  
MON 24th 7:30   M&S meeting 
(88 Temple Road) 
  
FRI 28th  7:00  Quiz Aid  - for Christian Aid  (CC) 
  
SUN 30th   10:30  Gemma Beesley’s first communion + bring & share 
lunch (F) 

JULY 
SUN 21st   5:00  Feast of St James  
strawberry tea and sing along    (CC) 
  
MON 29th   10:00-11:30  Messy 
Church  (F) 
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 A word from the Rectory 

As we look around we see the needs of the 
world are great.  It is a time when, we as God 
family, have a wonderful resource that can 
change the world - Prayer.  As members of 
the Church of England, our Archbishops, and 
the senior leaders of our land, are urging us 
to get onto our knees and pray for not just 
Britain but the world.  Later in the Chronicle 
you will see an extract from a book by Pete 
Greig.  The book includes inspiring stories of 
prayer and gives us some simple tools to help 
us pray. 

In the coming weeks we will engage with ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come’.  It is a movement 
encouraging us to gather together and pray.  
To focus on an idea central to the prayer 
Jesus gave us; that God’s Kingdom will come 
here on earth. 

One way to pray is in petition, asking God to 
help us. As Jesus met Bartimaeus he could 
have guessed what this blind man wanted, 
sight.  Yet Jesus pauses and says, “What do 
you want me to do for you?”  

You might hear people say that they cannot 
pray for themselves.  Yet Jesus encourages us 
to do exactly that.  In the Garden of 
Gethsemane he prays for himself.  Earlier he 
tells the parable of the woman who is being 
mistreated who goes to a judge asking for 
justice.  Jesus tells us that she badgers the 
judge until he gives her the justice SHE 
needs.  He tells US to do the same in prayer 
to God the Father.  To be persistent in asking.  
We are called to pray that God’s Kingdom will 
come in our lives.  That his character will 
show in everything we do. 

Jesus also teaches us to INTERCEDE for 
others.  As he approached his arrest, trial and 

death he prays not just for 
himself (petition) but for 
his disciples (intercession).  
“My prayer is not for them 
alone.  I pray also for 
those who will believe in 
me through their 
message, that all of 
them may be one”. John 
17. 

We are called to 
intercede for our 
world.  Why do we 
pray for God’s 
kingdom to come?  
When God’s kingdom is here then those in 
it will find the life in fulness he wants for us.  
Isn’t that what we want for our family, 
friends. neighbours, schools etc. 

If you’re wondering where to start?  Why not 
start with an action linked with the word 
PRAY? 

P – Pause … stop for a moment and know 
that God is with you. 

R – Rejoice … remember something good 
to be thankful for 

A – Ask … For something for yourself – 
Petition. 

 Ask … For something for someone else 
– Intercession. 

Y – Yield … seek God’s help to do God’s will 
in your life. 

 
 

 

Benson Cottage 
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 Cowley Women’s Institute 
Early April we revisited Yarnton Nurseries and shopping centre.  Again, this outing turned 

out to be popular and successful.  We returned with plants to spruce up our gardens and 

items for our homes.  

Our Birthday Lunch started the programme for our WI year.  Chris Woodman and her ca-

tering team made us a delicious meal.  This was followed by Chris Hawkins (one of our 

members) giving us a card making demonstration.  She inspired us to think about becom-

ing creative ourselves; a handmade card makes a wonderful gift. 

In May there is an increased emphasis on our campaigns as we decide which resolutions 

we wish to support.  We are also having Joan Creese at our meeting to remind us of the 

importance of regular exercise.  

Our next social outing is to Witney to spend a few hours in this historic market town.  

Our WI meets monthly on the third Wednesday of each month.  We meet from 2pm – 

4:00pm in St James Church Centre.  If any woman is interested in joining us, we would love 

to meet you, so please come to a meeting to find out more.  

Sarah Lawrence, Secretary to Cowley WI. 

cowleywi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 

GARDENING PARTY 
 
HELP REQUIRED – COME AND BOOST THE NUMBERS 

LOOKING AFTER THE AREA AROUND ST JAMES CHURCH 

AND ST JAMES CHURCH CENTRE. 

 

LAST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER) – 

9.30 AM ONWARDS AT ST. JAMES CHURCH CENTRE. 

 

Come and have fun, fresh air and exercise as we prepare 

the St. James Church Centre garden for another beautiful spring and summer showing.   If 

possible bring your own tools but l be available.  Both heavy and light work available plus 

coffee and cake. 

mailto:cowleywi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
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 COME AND ENJOY OXFORD'S EID STREET PARTY 

HOSTED BY RESTORE AND THE PEOPLE'S FAIR 

 

Restore will be supporting The People’s Fair to host a Street Party to celebrate Eid on Sat-

urday 8 June. 

Taking place just a few hundred metres from the city’s largest mosque, Central Mosque, 

the event will run from 11am until 5pm in Manzil Way, and is free to all.  The event will 

help to raise money for Restore and Anneliese Dodds MP will be attending along city and 

county councillors. 

The family fun-day is being led by The People’s Fair, we’re supporting it, and will have 

stalls, music, and a food court with Fresh BBQ and Halal Food.  We will have face painting 

and Henna, and our beautiful gardens to relax in! 

 

 

ARE YOU EXCITED ABOUT RESTORE AT COWLEY ROAD CARNIVAL? 

Oxford’s Cowley Road Carnival regularly attracts tens of thousands of revellers each year, 

and returns on Sunday 7 July.  We’re thrilled to be taking part in another Cowley Road Car-

nival and looking forward to enjoying the theme of ‘Space is the Place’, chosen to celebrate 

the 50th anniversary of the Moon landing in July 1969 and wider space exploration. 

As with previous years, we’ll be providing a tranquil, family-friendly space away from the 

bustle of the Carnival. We’re excited to be offering: 

Ø live music in the garden, with singer songstress Jada Pearl returning 

Ø drinks and ice creams sold by the Garden Cafe Recovery Group’s service users 

Ø cold homemade lemon crush sold by The Beehive Recovery Group’s service users 

Ø stalls selling a variety of hand-made wares, crafts, books, and plants 
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CHRONICLE 
Editorial Team- Sally Hemsworth, Nicki Stevens 

Deadline for the next edition:  Monday 20 May 2019 

If possible, please send entries by email to Sally at chronicle@cowleyteamministry.co.uk. 
Paper contributions should be left at Parish Office for the attention of Sally. 
The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by 
our advertisers. 

“Listen, Observe, Act” is the worldwide Moth-
ers’ Union theme for 2019.  The Revd Mark 
Oxbrow used it as the theme for his Good Fri-
day meditational service as he incorporated 
the Worldwide Wave of Prayer into the read-
ings and prayers.  Those members who at-
tended the service were grateful and used 
their Wave of prayer script.  Those members 
who were unable to attend had decided to use 
their scripts, in their Easter weekend prayers.  
It is hoped that next year the Mothers’ Union 
Wave of Prayer will not coincide with Easter 
and we can resort to our usual procedure of 
prayers followed by tea. 

It is with much sadness that we have to report 
the death of another of our long-term mem-
bers, Cynthia Dales.  Due to ill health and 
frailty she, in recent years, became an “indoor 
member”.  However for many years she 
worked as treasurer for the Oxford Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union.  We send our condolences to 
her much-loved son, David. 

Our April meeting was well attended when 
members enjoyed an excellent illustrated talk 
by Mr Brian Lowe.  His subject was “The Ox-

ford of John Wesley”.  As ever Brian gave us a 
wealth of information about the pioneer of 
Methodism which was very interesting. 

The May branch meeting on Monday, 20th, will 
welcome Ms Jane Gallagher 

 who will tell us more about the Florence Park 
Community Centre’s mother and baby club.  
We are anxious to support parents and fami-
lies in our own area alongside the support we 
give to Mothers’ Union initiatives overseas.  
While on this subject we are still actively col-
lecting hand-knitted items and toiletries for 
the Children’s Hospital at the John Radcliffe. 

The area Spring Meeting this year is being held 
in CMS House in the Garsington Road.  It is on 
May 16th beginning at 10 am.  Members are 
asked to bring their own packed lunches and 
tea and coffee will be provided.  It is hoped 
that our Cowley branch will be well repre-
sented.  The Committee always arranges an 
interesting day and it will be a good opportu-
nity to meet our new Diocesan President. 

Rosanne Butler 

Mothers’ Union News 

mailto:chronicle@cowleyteamministry.co.uk
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Father in heaven, you have given us a mind 

to know you, 

A will to serve you, and a heart to love you. 

Be with me today in all that I do, 

So that your light may shine out in my life; 

Through Christ our Lord. 

     Thomas More 

 

 

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your 

work, 

my feet to go your way, 

my eyes to see as you do, 

my tongue to speak your words, 

my mind that you may think in me, 

my spirit that you may pray in me. 

Above all, I give you my heart that you may 

love in me your Father and all mankind, 

I give you my whole self 

That you may grow in me, 

So that it is you, Lord Jesus, 

Who live and work and pray in me. 

     Lancelot Andrewes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of lament for Christian Aid Week  

 

How long, O Lord, how long  

will childbirth be something to be feared  

will parents weep with grief rather than joy  

will fathers mourn the loss of a mother  

will sisters live with the pain of what could 

have been?  

How long, O Lord, how long?  

 

How long, O Lord, how long  

will women and girls have to walk long dis-

tances  

to get firewood, education, water, food,  

or to get to the nearest health centre to 

give birth, 

if they make it in time?  

How long, O Lord, how long?  

 

How long, O Lord, how long  

until the cry of a newborn baby  

fills the air with the joy that it should,  

rather than filling hearts with worries  

of another hungry mouth to feed,  

or worse, is silent because of inadequate 

healthcare,  

because the money for health is still paying 

off debt? 

How long, O Lord, how long?  
 

Prayer Space 
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I am sure you managed to find the answer to 
last month's question.  Judge Jefferies was a 
harsh judge who was not popular 300 years 
ago. 

This month we shall be thinking of coming 
together, like we do on Sunday's for church 
services or our special meetings during 
weekdays.  While we can all say our prayers 
by ourselves it is nice to meet others on 
Sunday and at school or work, and talk to 
each other as well as talking to God.  We 
learn from each other and help each other 
when the jobs are too much for one person 
or need help with a task or problem.  While 
we encourage each other by just being there, 
we also help each other by talking to each 
other and sharing the task. 

If we try to do everything ourselves it would 
take a long time so we use tools, or 
machines or ask someone to help who does 
it better than we can.  Not everyone has a 
mobile phone or knows how it works, but 
even a mobile phone isn't much help if there 
is no-one at the other end. 

Real live company is very important, 
especially when you are older than your 
mum or dad, like me.  And just because you 
may be small, it doesn't mean you don't 
matter.  We all matter and 'the more we are 
together, the happier we shall be', as the 
saying goes.  If you have a jigsaw it is only 
good to look at when it is complete.  If a 
piece is missing the picture is spoiled, so 
don't become the missing piece of our 
jigsaw. 

One piece of the parish jigsaw that lived in 
the St Luke's Church was St George's 
statuette.  It was paid for by the children of 
the Parish of Cowley who contributed one 
penny each.  He has found a new home and 
is now with us IN St James Church.  Do you 
know what is on the shield that he carries?  
Let me know if you write, or give a note to 
Gemma.  

Enjoy the sunshine and be careful. 

Uncle Ben 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

The Cowley PCC has declared that it wishes to become a 

Fairtrade Parish but we have made little progress towards it 

over the past year, still regularly accepting gifts of non-

fairtrade products.  We of course thank you if you are do-

nating supplies to the Parish kitchens at St James and St 

Francis. 

Please only give fairtrade products when they are available : tea, coffee, chocolate and 

sugar. Biscuits, jam, kitchen roll would also be appreciated. 
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 Film Club at the Centre 
Last month’s film, made in Australia, was an 

attempt to face up to a sad and shameful 

period in the history of their country and 

Great Britain.  “Oranges and Sunshine” told 

the story of how thousands of British 

children were shipped off from orphanages 

and children’s homes to the other side of the 

world without parental knowledge.  They 

were promised a life of sunny days and 

oranges to pick from the trees and instead 

were submitted to a life of drudgery, 

depravation and sometimes slavery.  It was a 

real eye-opener for many of our members 

who found the film very sobering and quite 

emotional. 

This month's film will be a total contrast.  

“Morning Glory” is the fictional name of an 

unbelievably facile American television 

breakfast show.  (You really cannot imagine 

the rubbish that some people watch!).  An 

ambitious young producer wants to improve 

the quality and a very difficult, grumpy 

elderly personality (played by Harrison Ford) 

is a thorn in her side.  Obviously it is a 

comedy and the humour is very American 

but we hope it will offer a slice of comic fun 

to our film club members. 

Rosanne Butler 
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 Tokens in the giving plate!  
What are they all about? 
 

You may have seen the bowl of plastic tokens at the door as 

you enter the church.  We hope you will use them.  Every 

week the generous people of God give money to support the 

work of the church.  

 

Ø Some of that money arrives as notes and coins on a Sun-

day morning.  

Ø Some arrives in our green regularly giving envelopes. 

Ø Some is paid to the church by directly from the bank. 

 

As a church family we want to be able to give thanks to God for all of these.  On a Sunday 

morning we gather the green envelops and the cash and bring it to the front.  As we do that 

we say a prayer thanking God for it and asking that it will be used well.  We cannot do that 

with the money paid directly into the bank.  The small tokens are to help us with that.  If you 

give to the church directly from the bank could you please; 

Ø Pick up a token, each Sunday, as you arrive.  

Ø When the giving plate comes around could you 

put your token in as a symbol of your giving 

Ø The tokens will then be included in the prayers of 

thanks and in the request that God will use the 

money well. 

 

Do please help us with this.  Your gift is important and 

we want to include it as we say thanks and dedicate it to growing the Kingdom of our gener-

ous and loving God. 

 

Revd Geoff 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK   
Sunday 12 – Saturday 18 May 
 
Christian Aid Week 2019:  ‘All mums should live’ 

 

Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to become a 

mum.   Every day 10 women die from giving birth.  In Sawula dis-

trict, the community struggle with a clinic which has no electricity 

and only two delivery beds.  

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, it’s not joy that 

fills her heart, but fear.  When Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata went in to 

labour, there were so few ambulances that Fatmata had no choice 

but to walk for three hours under the baking sun, to the nearest 

hospital.  The journey was long and with every step Fatmata strug-

gled to keep walking.  

Jebbeh told us:  ‘My sister was crying out with hun-

ger.  She died on the side of the road.  She never 

gave birth.’ 

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make 

childbirth safe for mums and babies. Through our 

gifts and prayers, we can help give the world’s poor-

est mums a chance to live. 

Stand with mums. 

This Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, the Parish invites you to: 

Ø Saturday 11 May 10:00-12:00 - coffee morning at St Francis  

Ø Sunday 12 May  8:45-9:45 - Big Brekkie at St James Centre  

We will be at Templars Square with some games and competitions, a tombola, balloons and 

buckets – please sign up to give an hour or so there during the week: 

Ø 2.00-4.00 Sunday 12 May 

Ø weekdays  13-17 May 

Ø all day on Saturday 18 May (which will be difficult because of the Plant Sale)    
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 We’re still hoping that Boswell’s café might host a Big Brekkie or Brunch for us.  

Will you be a partner for change?  For every £300 we collect, we could provide a new deliv-

ery bed so more mums like Jebbeh can deliver their babies safely. 

Speak to Lesley Williams today and join us so women like Jebbeh can celebrate more happy 

birth days. 

Any more new fundraising ideas are en-

couraged – let’s do something else really 

different to impact on Cowley. 

And then there is: 

QUIZ AID, Friday, 28 June 7:00 pm   St 

James Centre 
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BIBLE SOCIETY 
‘MORE THAN A 
BOOK’ REGIS-
TRATION  

If you order anything on line or by 

phone from the Bible Society, please 

use the unique Parish reference num-

ber 12044  or  select the ‘Parish of 

Cowley’ from the drop down menu 

when placing an order and we will 

benefit from the ‘More than a book’ 

cash back scheme.  It’s that easy!  We 

earned £8 from an ‘Open the Book’ 

resources order, 

Do look at the on line shop – Bibles, 

prayer books, cards, courses, fiction, 

dvds etc.  https://

COWLEY FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS TREES 2019 
13 - 22 December 

The first planning meeting to decide on the theme and the structure of the Christmas tree fes-

tival - not necessarily in the same format as previously - and its associated events will be on 

Wednesday 22 May, 9.00am in the Ranklin Room  

We do hope there will be new members with BIG IDEAS for the planning team.  Please talk to 

Lesley Williams if you would like to know more  

Lesley Williams     01865 779 562    07982 439 828   ctf@cowleyteamministry.co.uk 

mailto:ctf@cowleyteamministry.co.uk
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 RECIPES 
 
Rhubarb Crumble with a 

difference 

 

For the topping: 

80g unsalted butter 

120g plain flour 

70g demerara sugar 

50g roasted chopped hazelnuts 

 

For the Rhubarb Slice: 

325g rhubarb, washed, trimmed and cut into 

2cm pieces 

120g golden caster sugar, plus 2 tablespoons 

for the rhubarb 

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

120g unsalted butter, softened, plus extra for 

greasing 

2 large eggs 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

120g self-raising flour, sifted 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

Method 

Ø For the topping, rub the butter into the flour 

until the mixture resembles fine bread-

crumbs.  Stir in the demerara sugar and ha-

zelnuts.  Set aside. 

Ø Heat the oven to 180˚C/gas mark 4.  Grease 

and line a rectangular tin, 30 x 20cm, with 

baking parchment.  Place the chopped rhu-

barb in a bowl and stir in 2 tablespoons 

sugar and the cinnamon.  Set aside. 

Ø Beat together the butter and 120g sugar un-

til light and fluffy.  Beat in the eggs, one at a 

time, and stir in the vanilla extract.  Fold in 

the flour and baking powder.  Spread the 

batter over the base of the prepared tin.  It 

should be quite a thin layer.  Scatter the rhu-

barb pieces evenly over the batter then 

cover with the nutty topping.  Bake in the 

oven for 40 minutes until golden and firm to 

the touch.  Remove from the oven and leave 

to cool for 30-40 minutes.  Serve warm or 

cold. 
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 Focus on One Planet Living in Oxfordshire 
Calling all amateur photographers, young and old! As part of this year’s Oxford Green 
Week, we’re asking those keen to get behind a lens to take a photo of anything that 
means One Planet Living to you. 

One Planet Living is a vision of a world where people enjoy happy, healthy lives within the 
natural limits of the planet, leaving space for wildlife and wilderness. 

The deadline is midnight on June 9.  You can submit up to three photos themed on one or 
several of our One Planet principles. 

More details on:  https://oxfordgreenweek.org/photo-competition/ 

There are some fabulous prizes for the winners: 

Ø Adults (18+) = 2 tickets for a Renault Twizy electric car tour around the stunning Blenheim 
Palace grounds, plus a selection of locally sourced food. 

Ø Kids (5-17) = Paid adoption of a vulnerable animal – choose from tigers, elephants, 
dolphins, orangutans, polar bears and more!  You’ll get a cuddly toy of your chosen animal, 
a fact pack filled with facts, bookmarks and stickers, and regular updates about how you’re 
making a difference.  Plus, you’ll also get a selection of sustainable products and snacks. 

Ø AND the two winners will be featured at the front of a digital photo album where all the 
shots everyone submits will be presented.  The prizes will be presented at our One Planet 
Oxfordshire celebratory event in Oxford Green Week on June 12, so make sure to be free.  
Winners’ photographs will also be displayed in Bio-regional’s 25th anniversary photography 
exhibition at a prestigious venue in London throughout the month of July. 

Friends of Lye Valley 

Here are a few dates for you: 

Ø Sunday 5 May 2019:  Geo-conservation work and Tours of Rock Edge with Oxfordshire 
Geology Trust 2-4pm 

Ø Tuesday, 11 and 18 June evening:  Wild Oxford sessions in the Lye Valley 6-8pm.  An ex-
cellent opportunity to come along and help with on-going conservation work 

Ø Monday, 5 August 7pm for 7.15pm - AGM at St Francis' Church Hall, Hollow Way. 

Heather 
Secretary, Friends of Lye Valley 

https://oxfordgreenweek.org/photo-competition/
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 From the Archives 
 

Extracts from the Cowley Chronicle 

November 2010 

OXFORD CITY BRANCH OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS 

October 2nd dawned bright and warm, a perfect autumn day for bell ringing.   St James’ ring-

ers are part of the Oxford City and District Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild of church bell 

ringers and it was the City Branch’s turn to host the annual 6 bell striking competition.   The 

Oxford Diocesan Guild stretches from Burford in the west to Ivinghoe in the east, and Claydon 

in the north to Sandhurst in the south and comprises many, many ringers and dozens of tow-

ers. 

Every ten years or so, the City Branch has to host the competition and we chose St James  as 

the venue because the church rooms are the best in the area – and the bells are just tricky 

enough to ring to set the most accomplished ringers a bit of a challenge. 

There were nine teams with some very experienced ringers taking part.   The judges were 

safely shut in the church noting every little trip and error that the ringers made, while the 

competing bands listened intently to every piece of ringing.   There was plenty of time to en-

joy the delicious spread provided by the Cowley ringers, copious cakes, sandwiches and re-

freshing cups of tea. 

The local band came third, which was not a bad effort but not good enough to beat the band 

in second place from Shrivenham, or the winners from Drayton St Leonard whose lovely ring-

ing really deserved to win the cup. 

The competition will not be held in Oxford again for quite a while – perhaps next time St 

James’ very own band, with Jamie in charge, will take the trophy? 

 

April 2011 

CELEBRATIONS AT ST FRANCIS 

At long last our Anniversary Day had arrived, the months of planning were over, and it was 

time for action.   Soon after 2 pm a small band of dedicated workers arrived, and pitched in 

with a will.   Our church was swept and cleaned, hoovered and polished until everything 

shone and gleamed in the afternoon sun.   (How fortunate we were to have such a lovely day 
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 for our festivities).   Chairs were carefully placed in position, the Order of Service Sheets 

placed on the table in the vestibule.   Patrick and Howard went through the service to-

gether and wisely rehearsed things.   Parishioners began to arrive with contributions of 

food for our bring-and-share supper.   There was an air of expectancy and excitement eve-

rywhere.   A number of us rushed home to have a wash and brush up and put on our best 

clothes. 

As the light faded and the darkness grew, we returned to take our places in the congrega-

tion.   And it seemed as if the heavenly bodies were united with us, for, as we looked 

through our round East window, we saw a full moon shining brightly in the night sky.   The 

visiting clergy arrived and quickly robed.   The bell sounded for the commencement, the 

organ swelled into mellow tones, we all rose together to a man, and the service began. 

As I looked around me at the congregation, and the colour and the spectacle, I felt sud-

denly very proud of our little church of St Francis and of the people who worshipped 

there.   In church terms our anniversary was quite a short one, a number of churches 

have celebrated a thousand years of history.   Yet it was important to us, and we remem-

bered its turbulent beginnings at the time of the great depression of the 1930s and the 

beginning of the Second World War.   The congregation then must have been very anx-

ious, and as they witnessed the terrible bombing of nearby London and Coventry, must 

have wondered just how long their church would last.   Yet last it did, and we were there 

to celebrate the fact. 

Our special service was largely put together by Patrick, our organist, and fitted the occa-

sion while still being in the context of Lent.   We started with the Hymn “All creatures of 

Our God and King” which was entirely appropriate, since the words are adapted from St 

Francis – Canticle of the Sun.   There was a part for everyone in the service, choir, congre-

gation and clergy.   We all had words to say and responses to make.   Julian Hubbard, our 

Archdeacon, gave the address and reminded us that it was also Red Nose Day and recalled 

St Francis’ early struggles to obey his Lord’s command to “Rebuild My House”.   He spoke 

of his affection for our church and said that he always enjoyed coming back to St Francis. 

Of all the prayers that were said, I think I liked the one read out by Richard Chand, that 

went as follows: 

 Almighty God 

 To whose glory we celebrate 
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  The dedication of this house of prayer 

 We give you thanks for the fellowship 

 Of those who have worshipped in this place; 

 And we pray that all who seek you here may find you, 

 And be filled with your joy and peace; 

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

We ended with the Hymn “Ye that know the Lord is Gracious”, words by C. A. Allington and 

to a Welsh tune.   I had never seen this hymn before, but the wording was absolutely right 

for the occasion. 

The service over, we turned our attention to the splendid repast that awaited us, and to 

good conversation and fellowship with our fellow Christians.   Amongst all the fine food 

was a lovely cake made by Esme, with a picture of St Francis on it.   We arranged that it 

should be cut by the oldest member of our congregation Eleanor Bradbury, who is 93 years 

old. 

I think that everyone who joined us on this special day really enjoyed themselves and we 

all went home, tired but happy. 

John Shreeve 

 

Researched by Les Hemsworth 
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 SAFEGUARDING IN COWLEY PARISH  

As a Parish, we are committed to the Christian care, nurture of, and respectful pastoral min-

istry with, all children and all adults but particularly those who are vulnerable. 

So we will ensure that our policies and practice on selection and training of those with any 

responsibility within the Church are in line with safer recruitment principles, including the use 

of Disclosure and Barring Service criminal records checks where applicable.  

We intend that St James and St Francis churches will be safe, caring communities which pro-

vide a loving environment where there is a culture of ‘informed vigilance’ as to the dangers of 

abuse. 

We will challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust. 

We will follow statute, guidance and recognised good practice in all safeguarding practice and 

ensure that all users of our prem-

ises do so too. 

Negotiating dates is in hand for a 

further C0 and C1 course at St 

James Centre on a Tuesday evening 

or Saturday morning during March/

April/May for those volunteers 

who missed them last year or who 

are new in a Parish role that re-

quires the training.  But the two 

hour sessions are also open to any-

one who wishes to access back-

ground knowledge and under-

standing of the subject 

Safeguarding is everyone’s respon-

sibility 

Lesley Williams     01865 779 562    

07982 439 828    

safeguard-

ing@cowleyteamministry.co.uk 

mailto:ing@cowleyteamministry.co.uk
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Pete heads up the charity 24-7 prayer. 

INTERCESSORS ARE THOSE WHO ‘STAND BEFORE GOD 

IN THE GAP ON BEHALF OF THE LAND’ 

……, just a few days ago I heard from Jonathan, a mem-

ber of our church who works in London and arrived very 

early for a meeting in Westminster one morning in Au-

gust.  As he walked across the River Thames on West-

minster Bridge towards the Houses of Parliament with 

two and a half hours to kill, he found himself thinking 

back to the terror attack that had taken place there the 

previous year.  As he did so, he sensed a new and immi-

nent danger so powerfully that he began to pray for pro-

tection (not something he would usually do), and con-

tinued pacing those streets and praying for an hour.  ‘It 

was so strange and so strong,’ he recalls.  ‘I walked and prayed around that area praying for 

the safety of those who work in Parliament and the offices nearby, the hospital over the 

bridge, and the crowds of commuters.  Eventually, around 7:30 a.m., I stopped praying and 

stepped into a coffee shop near the bridge.  It was just seven minutes later and one hun-

dred yards from where I was sitting that a terrorist drove his car into cyclists and pedestri-

ans in the precise place where I’d been praying between Westminster Bridge and Parlia-

ment.’  We will never know for sure, this side of eternity, what difference Jonathan’s prayers 

made that day.  But what we do know is that the attack on Westminster Bridge the previous 

year left fifty people injured and five dead, but this incident killed no one and left three 

people with only minor injuries. 

Those three injured people received assistance within seconds of the attack because the ve-

hicle immediately behind the terrorist’s car just happened to be an ambulance.  What’s 

more, CCTV footage revealed that the terrorist had been driving round and round these 

very streets in the hour before the attack, as Jonathan had been walking them, sensing dan-

ger, praying for protection against precisely this kind of attack.  And there’s one more re-

markable ‘coincidence’ – Jonathan’s wife Linda had woken unusually early that morning 

AN EXTRACT FROM PETE GREIG’S BOOK: HOW TO PRAY 
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ELECTORAL ROLL  
The new electoral roll for 

2019, as presented at the 

APCM on 28th April, lists 

113 members:  88 at St 

James and 25 at St Francis;  

24  are not resident in the 

Parish.  

3 more people have been 

added since then:  if you 

missed the registration pe-

riod, you can now be in-

cluded – the forms are 

available in both churches, 

to be returned to Lesley 

Williams, Electoral Roll Of-

ficer. 

(something she would never normally do) with an urge to pray for him on his walk to work.  

It was strange because he commutes to work every day in another part of London, and she’d 

forgotten he had anything special on that day.  The Bible describes Joshua overcoming a di-

rect enemy attack while Moses, supported by Aaron and Hur, prayed for victory.  Perhaps on 

that day in London something a little similar took place when an ordinary commuter’s 

prayers, supernaturally prompted, seem to have been used to neutralise impending evil, 

with the support of his praying wife at home. 

Greig, Pete. How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People . Hodder & Stoughton.  

WW1 
Cowley Men - Memorial in St. James Church 

Work continues on finding information on the men listed 

on the memorial in St James Church.  So far we have 

been searching the records available on line and have 

identified with some certainty about 34 families who 

have lost loved ones.  Many of these families lived in 

Crescent Road and Temple Road for example.  The num-

bers of young men in these streets alone show how their 

tragic loss must have devastated everyone there.  

Records of course do not show the human picture be-

hind the names and if you have any stories that you 

would like to share please get in contact.  

A few puzzles - Kings Dairy at the top of Crescent Road.  

Was Wilfred or Jack or Oliver part of that family?  Or the 

Brown boys - Arthur, Sidney and William.  Who do they 

belong to?  

We are still seeking more details and would welcome 

any offers of help in searching records at St Luke’s. 

Sheila Tree 

sheiltree@ntlworld.com 

 

mailto:sheiltree@ntlworld.com
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Mothers’ Union 
Monthly Meeting on 3rd Monday of month 
from 2.15 pm 
20 May 2019 Florence Park Community 
Centre’s Mother and Baby Club – talk by Jane 
Gallagher 
St James Church Centre 

Women’s Institute 
Monthly Meeting on 3rd Wednesday of month 
from 2 – 4.30 pm 
15 May 2019 – The importance of regular 
exercise – Joan Creese  
St James Church Centre 

Gardening 
Last Saturday of the month – Gardening at St 
James Church/St James Church Centre 

Film Club 
Friday, 10 May 2019 – “Morning Glory” 
St James Church Centre, commencing at 6.30 
pm with coffee and cake 

Christian Aid Week - Sunday, 12 – Saturday, 
18 May 2019 
Saturday, 11 May 2019:  10 – 12 noon – Coffee 
Morning at St Francis 
Sunday, 12 May 2019:      8.45 – 9.45 am – Big 
Brekkie at St James Church Centre 
Plus games and competitions, a tombola, 
balloons and Buckets at Templars Square 
throughout the week. 
St Francis Church Committee 
Sunday, 12 May 2019, at 12 noon 
St Francis Church 

Parish Walk 
Dates to be announced 

St James Church Committee 
Wednesday, 15 May 2019, at 7.30 pm 
St James Church Centre 

Plant Sale 
Saturday, 18 May 2019, 10 – 1 pm 
St James Church Centre 
 

Sunday Lunch 
Sunday, 19 May 2019, at 12.30 pm 
St James Church Centre 

Messy Church –They Kingdom Come 
Tuesday, 28 May 2019, 10 – 11.30 am 
St James Church Centre 

Thy Kingdom Come Launch 
Sunday, 2 June 2019 at 4 pm 
St James Church 

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Booth 
Saturday, 8 June 2019, 10 – 3 pm 
Templars Square 

Sunday Lunch 
Sunday, 9 June 2019, at 12.30 pm 
St James Church Centre 
 

REMEMBER: Tuesday lunches at St James 
Church Centre from 12.30 pm 

  

DIARY DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Continued from the April edition: 

The land opposite Cowley Centre has a long history.  Way before my time, the site was oc-

cupied by a company who made steam ploughs.  There is an archway with their name, to-

gether with a relief picture of a steam engine on it which still stands at the corner of Rymers 

Lane and Between Towns Road.  This was taken down, brick-by-brick and re-erected by the 

developers of the John Allen Retail Centre.  The reason for this is because it originally stood 

at the entrance to the factory and would have been in the way of the new entrance to the 

car park. 

The company, as I understand it, was then bought out by Mr John Allen, who was a very 

well-known and respected gentleman in Cowley.  He took over the company and made farm 

implements.  I am not sure when he died, but his son then took over.  His name was Culli-

more Allen and he continued with the factory making farm implements until it was bought 

by Grove Cranes. One of the items they manufactured was the ‘John Allen Motor Scythe’ 

which became quite famous. 

In the centre of the factory there used to be a square playing field with beautiful green 

grass and as flat as a billiard table which enabled wise use of sport.  The farm implements 

used to stand round that plot of grass.  There was also a line of beautiful tall trees along Be-

tween Towns Road.  I am not sure if it was Grove Cranes or not, but I remember on one 

Bank Holiday this line of trees began to be dismantled. Whoever it was knew that they 

would not get permission and hoped to get them down before they were stopped.  They 

did not get very far.  Still, they did cut down quite a few and anyway that site became a 

shopping centre. 

The older Cowley people still call it the John Allen Centre,  I certainly do.  The shops were 

built and the beautiful green plot was turned into a car park.  There was a large B & Q 

stores backing onto Rymers Lane with a lovely gardening section and that is where the new 

hostel for the homeless is being built now.  The shops have continued to change over the 

years. 

The third shopping centre in Cowley is up by the ring road roundabout.  Its official title, I 

think, is Oxford Retail Park.  There were houses there once and my maternal grandparents, 

when they first came to Oxford lived in a house called Holman Dean.  That house was just 

about all there was and stood at what is now the entrance to the centre.  This Shopping 

UNA’S CORNER 
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 Park is well used although some of the shops including Mothercare have closed.  Unfortu-

nately, the bigshot Tesco’s is there.  They have a large petrol station on site.  There is also a 

Marks & Spencer’s food shop, a Next, large Boots store and a sports shop and, I believe, a Bur-

ger Bar.  There are a lot of car parking spaces but some of them are a fair distance from the 

shops.  Two entrances serve this Retail Park, one at the by-pass roundabout and the other 

which leads from Garsington Road via a path to the underpass. 

All three of the shopping centres in Cowley are new within my lifetime, or indeed within my 

sons’ lifetime.  We had a lovely Woolworths at Cowley Centre and we do miss that, but there is 

now a Post Office again, which is very useful and stores in the centre.  Around the front there 

are Food Takeaways along with Wetherspoons. 

The new buildings going up at the Barracks and Between Towns Road with those opposite 

Cowley Centre will create business for the new shops coming in, so I hope very much that both 

old and new shops will survive. 

With all the shops in Cowley there is no proper toyshop, ironmongers, haberdashers or craft 

shop, which is a pity.  On the whole, though, I think we are pretty well served.  There is a new 

Lidl’s open on Garsington Road, but that is too far for us to go with my wheelchair.  There is an 

Aldi along the bypass which is quite a way, but we do go there sometimes although one of the 

other few shops there is under threat. 

Shopping has changed so much in my lifetime for, when I was a child, a shopper would have to 

go to different counters in the same shop to buy different things.  For instance, you could buy 

cheese and butter at one and pay for it and then go to another counter to buy biscuits and 

bread, pay for them and so on. This could involve up to perhaps three or four counters, but 

now of course, it’s all self-service and you pay for everything at the same time. 

Hygiene was also very different then and I remember a shop with open sacks of dried peas and 

rice and all that sort of thing.  The shopkeeper would come and weigh out what you wanted 

and put it into a bag.  It was all open to the atmosphere and wouldn’t be tolerated nowadays. 

Also, the shops specialised, with a butcher cutting up the meat in front of you.  It wasn’t all cel-

lophane and plastic wrapped then.  I remember fish being laid out on a marble slab with ice 

scattered over to keep it cool.  I think they still do that at the covered market.  Greengrocers 

only sold fruit and vegetables.  Back then clothes shops would only sell clothes and there were 

no clothes departments in food shops.  The Post Offices were usually Crown establishments in 

towns, not a counter in a shop.  Sometimes it is hard to remember what it was like then, very 

different to today’s shopping. 
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 REPORT FROM THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

The Annual Congregational Meetings for both churches and the Annual Parish Meeting 
and Annual Parochial Church Meeting met during April. 

At the Annual Congregational Meetings the Church Committees were appointed, and the 
members are: 
 

 
 

At the Annual Parish Meeting two Church Wardens were appointed: 
    Nicolas Dewey 
    Christine Woodman 

At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting the following were elected: 

Parochial Church Council: 
    Sheila Collett 
    Sally Hemsworth 
    Maureen Stone 
    Lesley Williams 

The other PCC members are: 
Joan Coleman 
Gwen Denny 
Norah Shallow 
Andrew Shallow 
Margaret Weller 

The PCC has 12 members, and with these appointments there are three vacancies. 

Deanery Synod:  Deanery Synod has the following three members: 
 Nicolas Dewey 
 Ed Ling 
 Christine Woodman 

In addition, the following appointments were made: 
 

St Francis: St James: 

Lydia Barker Joan Coleman 

Sheila Collett Valerie Goodall 

Shirley Costar Sally Hemsworth 

Gwen Denny Christine Lee 

Faith Hunter Jill Ling 

Lyn Lord Margaret Martin 

Norah Shallow Margaret Weller 

John Shreeve Lesley Williams 

Maureen Stone   
Andrew Swallow   
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK 

The latest Neighbourhood Watch Network e-newsletter is now avail-

able. 

In this issue we hear about the three new online toolkits the Net-

work has produced for members and coordinators covering social 

media, burglary prevention and managing a scheme. 

We also hear feedback to Fundraising and Social Media workshops, advice on how to 

achieve a great working relationship with the Police and a new campaign to tackle scam-

mers. 

All this and more in the new issue of Our News - the Neighbourhood Watch Network e-

newsletter. The newsletter can be downloaded from: www.ourwatch.org.uk/new-issue-of-

our-news-out-now/ 

Sidespersons: 

 

Independent Examiner:   Maureen Thomas 

The following meetings have been arranged: 

St Francis Church Committee: Sunday, 12 May 2019, at 12 noon at St Francis Church 
St James Church Committee: Wednesday, 15 Ma y 2019, at 7.30pm at St James Church Centre 

Dates of other meetings will be announced. 

Sally Hemsworth, PCC Secretary 

St Francis: St James: 

Sheila Collett Fiona Bennett 

Shirley Costar Rosanne Butler 

Jane Coutanche Pat Chambers 

Gwen Denny Joan Coleman 

Esme Forbes Valerie Goodall 

Faith Hunter Alan Howell 

Lyn Lord Christine Lee 

Elwira Lubos Christine Knevett 

Norah Shallow Margaret Martin 

Maureen Stone John Simmons 

Andrew Swallow June Smith 

Elsie Tshabalala Carmelyne Strzelecki 

Elaine Ulett Margaret Weller 

  Lesley Williams 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/new-issue-of
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“DON’T BE MEEN”- HONESTY IN A PRAYER SPACE 
Just before Easter our churches hosted students from our three primary schools to explore 
prayer and the Easter story.  Prayer spaces are one of my favourite things to do, and, I believe, 
one of our parish’s most important ministries - we share with children our faith in a God who 
loves them unconditionally, and then show them ways they can have a relationship with him- 
how cool is that! 

I have been involved with prayer spaces for over eight years, below are some of my reflections 
about prayer and honesty. 

One of the things I love about prayer spaces in schools is that you never quite know what is go-
ing to happen. 

They say you should never work with children or animals, probably because they don’t always 
do as they’re told!  But this unpredictability is the very thing I enjoy most about being around 
children.  There is a certain ‘danger element’ about opening up a conversation with a group of 
10 year olds and just running with wherever it leads, and in prayer spaces this is where my 
faith in the Holy Spirit is tried and tested. 

Giving children space to express themselves freely is one of the really good things about a 
prayer space.  I have heard some theological truths and some profound statements of faith 
from primary school children, and these have taught me more about God than all of my tutors 
at theological college.  However, I would be fibbing if I were to say it is always like that. 

Thank you God for boobs… 

One of my favourite prayer space moments was with a Year 4 class - the children were making 
things that they were thankful for out of playdough.  One of the volunteers and I were sitting 
with the children and talking about what they were making.  There were pets and food - al-
ways popular ‘thank you’ things - and one child was making his mum.  As we watched, his play-
dough started to take the form of a rather shapely woman, complete with all the bits that 
shapely women have.  Another student noticed and pointed and laughed, saying loudly, ‘Ha!  
Look at your mum’s BOOBS!’ 

The volunteer and I shared a glance and decided, ‘Let’s go with it’ 

The volunteer is a paediatric nurse who is extremely gifted with children, and who, like me, 
likes to live on the edge!  ‘Well,’ I said, ‘does anybody know what boobs are actually for?’  
There then followed a surprisingly sensible conversation about mammals and breastfeeding. 

‘So,’ I concluded, ‘Boobs are actually a good thing to say thank you to God for, because boobs 
are for feeding babies.’ 

Kik me: visions for a new world… 

The primary school’s value for the term was peace, and I was really keen to hear the students’ 
responses in the New World activity - If you were in charge, what rules would you have?  What 
would you change, and what would you keep the same? 
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HELP THE HEDGEHOG! 
Hedgehog numbers have fallen by 30% in the last 10 years 

Here’s what you can do in your garden to help the Hedgehog. 

1. Make sure hedgehogs have easy access to your garden.  Leave gaps at the bottom of 
boundary fences or hedgehog holes (13cm x 13 cm) 

2. A wild corner offers shelter, protection and natural food. 

3. Provide a shallow dish of fresh water and food such as meat based pet food or 
chopped unsalted peanuts for hedgehogs. 

4. Avoid using pesticides and slug pellets.  Not only can these harm hedgehogs, but also 
damage their food chain. 

5. Check thoroughly for hedgehogs before strimming or mowing. 

6. Check bonfires carefully and remove sleeping hedgehogs before lighting. 

7. Keep pond and pool water levels topped up, providing a gently sloping edge if possible 
or place half submerged rocks in the water as an escape for hedgehogs. 

8. Keep pea netting 22-30cms (9-12”) off the ground so hedgehogs can pass safely. 

9. Make or buy a hedgehog home, it may be used as a hibernation site in winter, or as a 
nesting box for a mother and her hoglets in the warmer months. 

Advice from Local Environmental Action Florence Park (LEAFlorencePark) 

Website:  cagoxfordshire.org.uk/oxfordshire-groups/leaf/ 
Email:  floparklowcarbon@gmail.com 

Themes of justice came up time and again, and the students’ rules regarding fair play and 
equality were something we could all aspire towards.  I was feeling very proud of a group of 
Year 3 boys who had a brilliant conversation about treating other people how they would like 
to be treated.  They wrote down their thoughts on Post-its.  Joshua finished first and stuck 
‘Don’t be meen’ up on the wall.  He then looked thoughtfully down at the felt pen and blank 
pad of Post-its in his hand, then wrote ‘Kik me’ and stuck it to his friend’s back. 

One of the aims of the prayer spaces is to get across the message that we don’t have to put on 
our ‘church face’ to pray.  It doesn’t matter how we feel, God always wants us to share what 
we are doing with him, even if it is a bit naughty!  The key for any prayer space leader is a will-
ingness to go with the flow, respond to what is happening, and to trust that God will do the 
rest. 

If you would like to be involved in our next prayer space, speak to one of the ministry team. 

Gemma Beesley 

mailto:floparklowcarbon@gmail.com
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 It’s been National Gardening Week! 

Running from April 29th to May 5th, the theme is Edible Britain and the Royal Horticultural 

Society (RHS) is calling on gardeners up and down the country to share their love of home-

grown produce.  “Edible Britain helps to highlight that everyone has space to grow some-

thing delicious to eat, whether it’s a single pot of herbs on the windowsill or an allotment 

overflowing with courgettes and potatoes”.  As you read this, the week will probably be 

over and I wonder whether the awareness-raising has reached you or not?  

The RHS says “National Gardening Week is the nation's biggest celebration of gardening and 

raises awareness of the difference that gardens and gardening can make to the lives of eve-

ryone in the UK.  It inspires more people, particularly the next generation of gardeners, to 

experience the joy of growing and visiting beautiful green spaces.”  

I, certainly, have been working in the garden and in the greenhouse.  My main focus is on 

being able to produce as many well-grown and healthy plants for the Plant Sale on 18th May 

- and that day is fast approaching!  I have finished germinating seeds in my electric propaga-

tor by the loft window and I am using space in the utility/conservatory and in the shed 

where there are windows all round to grow on plants as there is no more greenhouse 

space.  Next week, providing no frost is forecast, I shall put the hardier plants out on plat-

forms outside so they can be ready for planting out by all the keen gardeners that are going 

to come and buy at the Sale! 

My “platforms” comprise of a couple of sheets of plastic roofing and an old metal bed 

frame supported by various upturned buckets.  They do the job but the lawn has to wait to 

be cut underneath. 

I want to say a BIG THANK YOU to all those lovely people who have given me pots and to 

those who are also growing on and potting up for the sale.  Similarly, a massive THANK YOU 

in advance for all the helpers on the day, the cake bakers, preserves makers, kitchen help-

ers, raffle prize givers……… 

We hope for good weather and good fun.  The proceeds this year will go to the FLUSH fund 

to help pay for a long-needed, accessible loo for St James’ Church.  The boring stuff, making 

a sewage connection, is going to need a lot of dosh! 

Finally, as with all previous Plant Sales, I have not paid for any plastic pots but have re-used 
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 those that I had or those that have been given to me.  I’d hate to see any going to the En-

ergy Recovery Facility at Ardley which is where all our non-recyclables go to be incinerated 

to make electricity.  At least it’s not landfill any more.  I will put out a bin for pot returns for 

the week after the Plant Sale. Let’s recycle! 

As for “Edible Britain”, I shall be bringing lots of veg – tomatoes, chillies, courgettes, pump-

kins, beans, cabbages ……….. 

Joan Coleman 
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 The Parish Office in St James Church 
Centre is staffed by volunteers and is not 
covered continually.  
Please leave a message and someone 
will get back to you. 

Contact details:  Tel: 01865 747680 
Email: office@cowleyteamministry.co.uk 
Out of hours tel: 01865 778596 
Website: www.cowleyteamministry.co.uk 

Team Rector: 
The Revd Canon Dr Geoffrey Bayliss  
Tel: 01865 747680 (o) 01865 778596 (h) 
Email: rector@cowleyteamministry.co.uk  

Team Curate: 
Revd Gemma Beesley 
Email: curate@cowleyteamministry.co.uk 

Team Minister in training: 
David Benskin 
Email: davidbenskin13@gmail.com 

Self-supporting Ministers 
Revd Richard Chand 
01865 701948 
Email: richardwchand@outlook.com 

Revd Canon Mark Oxbrow 
01865 461953 
Email: markoxbrow@aol.com 

Revd Tony Beetham 
Tel: 01865 770923 
Email:tonybeetham1@supanet.com 

Churchwardens: 
Christine Woodman    Tel: 778078 
St Francis : Nick Dewey    
   Tel: 07952 524664 

Deputy Wardens 
Margaret Martin  Tel: 718532 
Vacancy: St Francis 

St James Church Centre Manager: 
Chris Woodman  Tel: 778078 

Hall Bookings: 
St James Church Centre, St James 
Church, St Francis Church: Please 
contact the Parish Office  Tel: 747680 

Cowley Chronicle—Editorial Team: 
Sally Hemsworth, Nicki Stevens 
Articles to be emailed to:  
chronicle@cowleyteamministry.co.uk 
Paper contributions to the Parish Office. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
ST JAMES CHURCH, BEAUCHAMP LANE 
8.00am Holy Communion 
10.00am Sung Eucharist 
1.45pm Anglican Asian Living Church 
Sunday Lunch – the date varies so watch for notices 
 

ST FRANCIS CHURCH, HOLLOW WAY 
10.30am Parish Eucharist 
 1st Sunday All Age bring n/share lunch 

MID-WEEK SERVICES & MEETINGS 

Morning Prayer  8.00am Tue, Thu, Sat at St James;  
  Mon at St Francis 

Monday 10.00-11.30am Little Stars Playgroup— 
St Francis 

 2.30pm Parish Mothers’ Union— 
St James (3rd Monday) 

Tuesday 10.00am Seashells Toddler Group— 
St James 

 12.00pm Eucharist—Ranklin Room,         
St James Church Centre 

 12.30pm Tuesday Lunch Club— 
St James 

Thursday 7.30pm Local House of Prayer, St James 

HOME GROUPS 
Leader Time/Venue 

Friends of St Francis 2nd & 4th Tuesday afternoons at 2.30pm 
(Katherine Reed)  St Francis Church 

Geoff Bayliss Alternate Wednesdays at 10am 
 St James Church Centre, Ranklin Room 

Mark Oxbrow Alternate Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm 
Mark’s home, 13 Annesley Road (just behind 
the Rose Hill Coop). Enquiries to Mark at 
01865 461953 

Rosanne Butler Alternate Thursday mornings at 10.00am 
 St James Church Centre, Ranklin Room 

 

mailto:office@cowleyteamministry.co.uk
http://www.cowleyteamministry.co.uk
mailto:rector@cowleyteamministry.co.uk
mailto:curate@cowleyteamministry.co.uk
mailto:davidbenskin13@gmail.com
mailto:richardwchand@outlook.com
mailto:markoxbrow@aol.com
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